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families committing suicide because they had been so per-
secuted, mined and tortured. In the period of the bitterest
pogroms in Vienna, from 23rd to 25th April, a daily toll
of more than a hundred suicides was counted. The total
number of suicides in Vienna for March and April must
have reached about two thousand. Politicians, writers,
artists, doctors, winners of the Nobel Prize, the cultured
elite of Vienna preferred to seek death voluntarily rather
than live in the Nazi Paradise.
The number of those arrested ran into tens of thousands.
It is reckoned that in Austria, between nth March and
20th April, from thirty thousand to forty thousand people
were arrested by the Gestapo, and for the most part taken
to concentration camps. On loth November 1938, a fresh
batch of five thousand Jews was arrested, but in the interim
arrests had never ceased.
Papen's 'Success'
There is no doubt that Papen's activities in Austria, in
contrast to his previous efforts, were a success. He had
fulfilled the task that had been set him. As he did not
wish success to hinge upon his death he had sought it by
other means, by lies and intrigue, and this time it was
granted him.
This e success' of Papen's has, it is true, destroyed a
flourishing and always light-hearted people with a culture
of its own, and condemned it to a joyless and embittered
existence. Vanished is the charm and gaiety of Vienna
and its inhabitants, destroyed that life of music and culture
and cosmopolitanism. Austria, or as it is now termed the
Ostmark, has been reduced to an outer province of the
Reich, and Vienna systematically degraded to a third-class
provincial city.
The c Spring * which Papen in his parting speech had
prophesied for Austria has set in as a hard ahd permanent
winter of distress and deprivation. The flower of Austria
is destroyed, trampled to pieces beneath the marching feet
of the legions of S.A. and S.S. and the German battalions